10.  CONCLUSION 


■ary 


4.  OP  OSJcCTS 


o::z 


AIRCRAFT 


S.  LENOTK  Or  0:>SERVATI0N 


15  seconds 


6.  TYPE  OP  OuSERVATION 


Groir.d-Visual 


7,  COURSE 


cpith 


8.  PhOTOS 

□ Y«» 

;9.  PHYSICAL  EVIOchCE 

I 

□ Y«« 
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11.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


plze  was  the  same  as  an  F-82  at  traffic  altitude,  ^olor  was 
white,  incandescent*  Looked  like  an  owl  or  sting  ray  fish* 
bbject  flew  a strai^t  course  and  faded  from  view  in  the  SW. 


1 


4 


1,  Date  of  Observation  2/4  Tnly 

2.  Exact  Tine  (local)  2iu>0 


INCIDENT  NO. 

Data  of  Interview  Ju*y  1,‘^J 


3.  Place  of  Observation  rairflnla,  Ohio 
U-  Position  of  observer  Or.-'und  — ratchlnf:  sky 
5*  V^Tiat  attracted  attention  to  object 


6#  Number  of  objects  ^ 

7,  Apparent  site  of  F-c2  at  tr.ffic  altitude  (1000) 

8,  Color  of  object  Vhite,  inca:'.desoei;t 

9,  Shape  of  snow  07.*1  or  atiT)'-  ray  fish  (without  tall) 


10.  Altitude 


.>0 


- (0  (1000  feet) 


11.  Direction  from  observer  45' 


I 

HA 


12.  Distance  from  observer 


At^jjaror'-tly  1000* 


13.  Direction  of  flight  of  objoct(s) 


North  to  Douth 


l4.  Time  in  sight 


15  Seconds 


15*  Speed 

16.  Sound  and  odor 


350-400  UPil  - (123  in  13  soo) 


17.  Trail 

18.  Luminosity 

19.  Projections 


20.  Itaneuvers 


NCOS 


Liice  cloud  finder  or.  thin  white  aloud 


See  shape 

Straight  flight 


21.  Uannor  of  disappoaranoo 

22.  Effect  on  Clouds 


Faded  In  diatanoe  into  S9f 


No  clouds 


23.  Additional  informtion  ooncoming  objoct 


24*  ^oathor  Conditions 


Clear 


(ovor) 


' '^'CLASSIFIED 


4 


Pago  2 

I’ano  and  addross  of  obsorvori 
Occupation  and  hobbies i 


UNCLASSIFIED  Ui2 


Dist  Condr  OSI 


Comnonts  of  Interrogator  rolativo  to  intolligyncw  ai^d  character  of  observor(s)i 


nAHRAnvj  su?iKARyi 


UNCLASSIFIED 


t 
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r ;0  ^ j.  :.  . • \ T> 


AVIC  !:o. 


A>*  ;;g. 


i;o. 


nA?:'.  or  r.'rro 26  July  ^ 

i*0.1\T:i:r:  ^^Uinijl.rj.,  >.!;■  Injton 
SCUA*:i-  VrJ.c  Civilian 


r*'.?}-:  fj/  {I  ?c^^(?  17  Och  /t9 

‘rri:-  or  :i.vi.;o  oc!-5 


snAi":  ir* 


• ' rv  *^i>7 


M.)U;v:r 


ii(j,  IK  c.:o'jp 


WTl-  III  TO  AVTC j 

»:Oi^T  “ Oronco 


ni'j'r..n 


;;•  a. .»;•■.  • 


^ w L 1 ^4  • !• 

Ai.Ti:Vi)'  13^  p.bow  i:Orin»A.  ;..f 
UliiGTil  or  Tlf!'-  OIiG’- Itvrj)  10  Socond3 


TYr^*  or  onrF  (VA'llt^H  Auto!  ;OuHo 


?:ouijD 


l‘Ai:i-.UVK.<U 


iiUtiuirxi' 


ri;wo;; 


OKT-ri’ClO-T. 


T-  mi'*04-Ary  ATIC  Form 
(::  Jan  52) 


p:i:a:ik6 


Observer  wtchofl  oi;.’oc1;  fi'or.s 
auto:  obile  v^-.ilc  drivlnj.  It 
appoftred  to  be  a burning  //C. 
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PORT  OF  INVESTIGATION 


lNOi4Vjil4TlU»AL 
lighted  by 
on  26  July  1949 
•.ashington 


at  BelllnghaiL, 


CtURACTCR 

SPjfiCIAL  INxlilay  - INCGN’/iiiNTIOWAL  AIHCHAFT 


RCrEDCNCC 

None  - this  is  an  initial  report 


STNOfSIt 


MEPOitT  MADE  8T 

m fjti  ifi  La  CLLVjiLAi’tl)  • ii/x 


RCPOAT  MADE  AT 

Du  »3^20,  KcChord  AFfa,  ashin  -ton 


omce  Of  oRiorN 

t ■ 1 

IX;  ffZO,  LeChord  Af£ 

status 

CLOdH) 

■ ■ ,^w 

Investigation  requested  by  Com2.ander,  X ,i20,  I'cCrord  AFB,  -cash- 
ington.  The  object  was  stationary  during  the  ten  seconds  it  was  sighted. 

It  disappeared  by  decreasing  in  size.  Investigation  determined  that  there 
was  a broken  overcast  at  7,000  feet  and  scattered  and  broken  clouds  at 
3,500  feet.  A ceiling  light  is  turned  on  at  the  Bellingham  Airport,  Bell- 
ingham, ^as^gton,  by  the  CAA  station  attendant  to  determine  cloud  fcroia- 
WHPmay  have  seen  this  light  reflected  off  one  of  the  scattered 
clouds.  Only  one  known  aircraft  in  the  vicinity  at  the  time  of  sighting. 
The  planet,  Jupiter,  located  at  an  altitude  of  20  degrees  above  the  horizon 
directly  south  from  Bellingham,  Washington,  was  shining  intermittently  with 
a yellowish-white  to  orange  light* 
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ACTION  COPT  PONVAROEO  TO 

Comanding  General,  ALC, 
Wright-Fat terson  AIB, 
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DETAILS : 


— •> 


!•  Thia  inveatlcation  was  re<  uested  by  the  Cotnninder,  Ox.  ^2C,  ! cH 
AFB,  .iashinc^on,  predicated  upon  rec<*ipt  ol’  inforration  froir.  l:t  !*■,  .iLi.'rT  L, 
KDK4l4Ah^.  j\Cr2027l43j  316th  Fighter  5<luadPor.,  J'cChord  AfE,  tu  the  effect  tiat 

BelH.nrhar,  .lashlnorton,  sirhtei  an  object  v.tlch 
appeared  as  a burning  aircraft  at  approxiiiately  0010  hours,  2f>  .Tul;  1949.  It 
was  like  an  air  foil,  colored  red-orar.ge,  and  appeared  to  be  Ptatlonury  -ith 
elevation  approxiciatel*-  15  de^^rees  from  the  observer,  directly  south.  Tt  %^8 
observed  for  approximately  ter.  seconds,  then  'disappeared  by  dec^**ssii.^  ir. 
elevation  reciaininr:  tiie  sare.  The  object  v;as  also  observed  by  tll'e. 


2.  This  is  s Joint  investigation  of  Special  \gent  JCS3F!I  Z.  LcD3>'iI’, 
CAITTER  0.  COOPER,  and  the  writer. 

AT  3SaiyOH.V...  ..;^HIK>STCN 


3*  V.'.  3*^  A-jvst  1949|  iiJ.  interviewed  by  opecjal 

Agent  JOd&rH  C.  kcDisl&Hiu^,  a Bellingham,  .lashirtrtou,  ar>d 
the  follo^dng  information  was  obtained;  stated  that  on  26  Jaly  1?49 

at  apprordmately  0045  hours,  lacific  Jtandam  rime,  he  and  his  v;ife, 

were  returning  to  their  hor.ie  by  auto,  traveling  north  on  Northwest  .xoad, 
approxiciately  six  miles  north  of  Bellingheir,  .lashington.  a ^0 

degree  turn  to  his  left  from  Northwest  Ibsd  or.  to  .Smith  load,  traveling  about 
fifteen  miles  per  hour.  For  no  particular  reason,  he  glanced  to  his  left  and 
noted  an  object  which  appeared  to  be  a burning  aircraft.  Lovterir.g  the  c?r 
rdndow  and  continuing  to  watch  the  object  as  he  drove, 

the  approximate  size  of  the  fuselage  of  a C-47  at  t.be  distance  of  six  ulles. 

The  object  appeared  to  be  at  an  approxlxoate  angle  of  15  degrees  above  the 
horizon,  and  was  egg  shaped  when  first  sighted.  He  watched  for  approximately 
ten  seconds  and  the  shape  changed  to  circular  prior  to  its  disappearance.  He 
described  the  color  as  red-ora.nge  and  a lighter  shade  of  orange  near  the  edges. 
The  outline  was  sharp  and  not  distorted.  The  object  was  statior.ary  with  no 
visible  means  of  support.  observed  no  smoke,  odor  or  sound.  He  stated 

that  the  sky  was  overcast,  but  there  was  a 100  to  1 chance  that  a clear  cut 
opening  in  the  overcast  may  have  revealed  the  object  for  the  ten  seconds  it  was 
visible.  The  moon  was  not  visible  at  any  time  that  evening  prior  to  or  after 
the  sighting.  not  able  to  determine  the  construction  of  the  object 

or  of  what  loaterlal  or  substance  it  was  composed.  The  object  faded  from  view 
by  decreasing  in  size,  wife  saw  the  object  for  approximately  three 

seconds*  • 


Special  Agent  l*  CLEVELAND  conducted  the  following  investigation: 

4*  Ur.  0.  BLANTON,  Acting  Officer  in  Charge,  Civil  Aeronautics  Ad- 
ministration, Bellingham  Airport,  Bellingham,  .tashington,  was  Interviewed  on 
22  September  1949  at  his  office  and  securing  the  weather  report  for  the  26th 
day  of  July  1949  noted  the  weather  observance  made  at  0030  hours:  "7,000  broken; 
3,500  scattered;  15  miles  visibility;  pressure  14*9;  temperature  5^  degrees; 
and  surface  wind,  south,  5 miles  per  hour".  BLANTCN  further  stated  that  a 
ceiling  light  is  used  to  determine  the  altitude  of  the  clouds.  This  stationary 
light  is  turned  on  twice  each  hour  during  darkness  while  the  weather  is  actually 
being  observed.  The  light  is  very  powerful  azid  the  beam  is  projected  straight 

The  weather  report  indic^^ted  made  on  the  lower  clouds  at 


up 


1 
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the  0030  hours  observance.  BLANTON  advised  that  sometines  these  clouds  ,;ive 
off  a redish  color  during  certain  atmospheric  conditions  or  there  is  smoke  in 
the  air*  Ke  stated  that  he  did  not  have  a record  of  the  «<inds  aloft^  but  said 
information  could  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  '..eather  Bureau,  ocattle, 
ivashington.  He  also  checked  the  records  of  the  Airway's  Coiomunlcation  station 
and  stated  that  no  contact  was  made  with  aircraft  in  the  vicirlty  between  the 
hours  of  CXX)1  and  0100.  All  flight  plans  are  filed  with  the  Airways  Communication 
Station  and  the  aircraft  normally  contact  the  station  when  they  are  flying  in 
the  vicinity.  This  includes  military  and  civilian  type  aircraft  which  are 
equipped  with  radios,  excepting  chartered  commercial  aircraft.  ELAivToH  advised 
that  there  has  been  some  local  night  flying  oy  civilian  aircraft  located  on 
the  field;  however,  there  would  most  certainly  not  be  any  at  0045  hours  with 
weather  conditions  being  such  as  they  were.  BLAi'ilLN  further  advised  that 
Canadian  aircraft  are  requested  to  contact  the  Bellingham  Station  upon  entering 
the  United  States,  and  the  records  did  not  indicate  any  such  contact. 

5.  Ur.  Station  Agent,  United  Airlines,  Bellingham,  .,ash- 

ington,  was  ihteWlewea  at  his  office  at  the  Bellingham  Airport  on  22  Septenljer 
1949  and  stated  in  substance:  The  station  is  closed  during  the  night;  however, 

one  of  their  aircraft  flies  over  the  vicinity  at  approximately  0020  hours  each 
night.  The  aircraft  normally  fly  at  5*000  feet,  weather  j)ermitting.  rie  further 
stated  that  if  all  lights  were  turned  on  in  the  passenger  compart.ment  of  the 
planes,  they  could  not  be  seen  from  the  ground.  The  exhaust  flames  may  be  seen 
from  the  ground  if  the  plane  was  flying  very  low;  however,  he  considered  it 
doubtful. 

6.  r^lnterviewed  on  22  September  1949  at  his  home  and 
questioned  regarding  the  possibilities  of  the  sighted  object  being  a cloud 
passing  through  the  beam  or  light  being  projected  at  the  CAA  Station  at  the 
Bellirigham  Airport,  and  he  stated  as  follows;  The  object  appeared,  or  seemed  to 
be,  over  the  Bellingham  Airport  and  that  he  has  observed  ceilir^g  lights  at 
Boeing  Airport,  Seattle,  iiashington,  on  numerous  occasions  and  noted  their  effect 
upon  the  clouds.  He  did  not  believe  that  the  object  he  saw  was  a cloud,  but 
admitted  it  could  have  been.  He  reasoned  that  the  color  was  too  bright  and 

the  sharp  outline  of  the  object  was  too  clear.  He  considered  the  possibilities 
of  the  object  being  a brilliant  star,  the  moon,  or  a flare,  then  frankly  ad'ritted 
that  he  could  not  identify  the  object  as  being  anything  he  had  ever  seen  before. 

He  stated  that  he  was  very  exhausted  at  the  time  he  sighted  the  object  and 
that  he  was  not  too  alert  or  observant  during  the  ten  seconds  the  object  was  in 
sight. 


AT  g/SHSTT.  mASHIHGTON 

7*  Usjor  ■'■Tt.t.tai*  a.  FSIXSiBAUU,  Commanding  Officer,  25th  Air  Division, 
Everett,  Washington  was  interviewed  at  his  office  on  22  September  1949*  by  the 
writer  and  he  advised  that  the  radar  detachment  maintains  a log  on  unidentified 
objects  that  are  picked  up  by  the  radar.  This  log  was  checked  and  revealed  no 
information  regarding  objects  that  were  sighted  In  the  Bellingham  area  between 
0001  and  0100  hours  on  26  July  X949« 
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AT  5BAT7LE^«ASKINGTUi 


8.  lir.  L*  J.  SANDJfljiTST,  Lap  and  Plotting  Department,  United  states 
ii'eather  Bureau,  Seattle,  .Vaahington,  was  interviewed  on  23  September  1949, 
at  his  office  and  he  stated  as  follows:  The  Patoosh  Island  Station  would  be 

the  nearest  station  to  Bellingham,  ..ashington,  which  records  the  winds  aloft, 
SANDS23CR2T  secured  the  records  and  from  them  detennined  the  following  informa- 
tion recorded  at  the  Patoosh  Island  Station  at  0100  hours,  26  July  1949:  ".<inds 
at  2,000  feet,  direction  270  degrees,  13  knots;  6,000  feet,  240  degrees,  4 
knots;  and  9,000  feet,  310  degrees,  9 knots”.  SANDSfiCilET  advised  that  no  weather 
baDoons  are  sent  aloft  from  the  Bellingham  Station, 


Associate  Professor  of  Astronomy,  University  of 
^teshington,  Seattle,  Jasningtbn,  was  interviewed  by  Special  Agent  CftRTEIi  0, 
COOPER,  at  his  office*  on  the  campus,  23  September  1949,  and  the  following 
Information  was  obtained,  ^■■^■^tates  that  at  0045  hours  on  26  July  1949, 
the  planet  Jupiter  was  located  at  an  altitude  of  20  degrees  and  directly  south 
of  Bellingham,  i.ashington.  The  planet  at  that  time  had  a magnitude  of  ”uinus  2” 
which  would  make  it  6,3  times  brighter  than  Vega.  The  color  of  the  planet  was 
yello¥d.sh-white  to  orange,  depending  upon  the  atmospheric  conditions.  The 
professor  stated  the  planet  would  come  into  view  and  then  fade  out  at  irregular 
intervale , 


10.  The  following  Information  is  submitted  relative  to  the  observer: 


Name: 


Postal  Address: 


, r.'ashington 


Occupation:  Storekeeper;  partnership  in  retail  grocery  store  with 

brother. 


Place  of  Bueinese: 


, Bellingham,  /.ashington 


Hobbles:  Flying  - a light  plane  pilot  and  is  familiar 

with  airborne  objects. 


ABIUTY  TO 


Lr,^<^Btflil8tated  he  holds  a coenission  health 
certificate  with  the  rating  of  Airman  ,/2,  He 
added  that  he  was  returning  from  work  and  that 
he  was  completely  exhausted.  To  the  writer, 

ppeared  to  possess  average  intelligence, 
character  and  integrity. 


ur’n.' 


CLOSES 


